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Tenrikyo Pearl Church 80th Anniversary

Message from the Reverend
Dear Members and friends,

Pearl Church’s 80™ Anniversary provides us
with the time and opportunity to remember
and honor our roots and our history from the
time of our first head minister Rev. Tsugi
Nagayama, to our 2" head minister Rev.
Yoshinobu Nakao, to the present.

Rev. Tsugi Nagayama was a widow and
illiterate when she first came to Hawaii and
yet with her fervent faith she was able to
establish Pearl Church in 3 years. My father
and mother, Rev. Yoshinobu and Tomiko
Nakao arrived in 1954 to take over the J
church with hardly any knowledge of English. They were able sustain and
maintain the church for 40 years during which time the church was moved from
Palama to Kaimuki and the church building was rebuilt. In 1994 I was installed
as head minister this year marking my 20" year. We've been focused on
supporting the mission headquarters activities, doing nioigake and salvation
work and community service at the Jarrett Middle School Foundation and doing
yard work for the elderly in the neighborhood. Through the efforts of members,
friends, family, Tengen Bunkyokai, Mission Headquarters of Hawaii, attendance
to our monthly services has increased and recently we were able to purchase
the back property.

Taeko and I would like to thank the members, family and friends for their
support for these many years.

We would like to dedicate this 80" Anniversary by reaffirming our resolve
towards Oyasama’s 130" Anniversary by being more active in nioigake and
salvation work.

Mahalo nui loa!
Rev. Owen O. Nakao
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Pearl Church Abridged Chronological Table

1875-11-18

1921

1926

1931

1934-09-29

1936-01-26

1937-11-28

1941-12-07

1945-08-15

The first head minister of Pearl Church, Tsugi Nagayama, was
born in Ikinoshima, Nagasaki, Japan.

Ms. Nagayama worked in Manchuria (Northeast China), and
eventually became a member of Tenrikyo Keijo Grand Church
after being saved from a severe eye ailment that nearly lead
her to become blind.

Became a live-in staff at the Tengen Mission Station and
eventually became determined to become a missionary. She
then filed an application to the Overseas Mission headquarters
which was established in 1927, to become a missionary abroad.

Due to her earnest desire to participate in the overseas
mission, Rev. Nagayama was able to obtain a missionary visa.
As a woman missionary at age 56, she arrived by ship in
Honolulu harbor. She settled into a rented house at 1012
Austin Ln. in Honolulu where she began her missionary work.

She received sanction to establish Pearl Church. The name
“Pearl” was given by Rev. Tamenobu Nakayama, head of the
Overseas Mission Department.

On Oyasama's 50th Anniversary Sakayo Otake and Kisayo
Ogasawara (both members of Pearl Church) entered Bekka (at
the time, the six-month Spiritual Development Course)

In the 100th year of Tenrikyo, 11 people including Ijyu
Kusumoto and Kijiro Inai received the Grant of Sazuke.

After the surprise attack by Japanese naval forces that hurled
the US into the Second World War, official authority prohibited
missionary work to all religious establishments.

At the end of WWII, Rev. Nagayama resumed her missionary work.
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1948-03-25

1949-02-25

1954-05-20

1954-05-23
1954-08-19

1957-03-26
1962

1965

1980-11-22

1994-05-13

1994-07-26
1994-09-11

2013-11-22

Due to her deteriorating physical condition, Rev. Nagayama
returned back to Jiba.

While recuperating at Tengen church, she finally passed away
for rebirth at the age of 74. Ijyu Kusumoto temporarily took
over her position at Pearl Church.

Shozen Nakayama (2" Shinbashira), Mrs. Nakayama, and his
son, Zenye Nakayama (3™ Shinbashira), visited Pearl Church.

Tenrikyo Hawaii Mission Headquarters was established.

Yoshinobu and Tomiko Nakao obtained missionary visas and
arrived in Honolulu harbor by the Wilson passenger ship.

Yoshinobu Nakao received a sanction to become the Second
Head Minister of Pearl Church.

Purchased 5000 sq. feet of property on 1634 10 Ave. for
$20,000.

Hawaii Dendocho (mission headquarters) moved from King St.
to Pali Highway. Yoshinobu Nakao was appointed as member
of the Hawaii Mission Headquarters board of directors.

Owen Nakao married to Taeko Araki at the Mission Church
Headquarters.

Zenye Nakayama the Shinbashira, Mrs. Nakayama visited
Pearl Church with Rev. Masahiko Iburi, Rev. and Hiroaki
Yamazawa with Bishop Kazuo Nagao as attendant.

Owen Nakao received a sanction of the Third Head Minister of
Pearl Church.

The Third Head Minister Installation and 60th Anniversary
service was held.

Pearl Church purchased the adjacent 5,000 square feet property.
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In 1931, Rev. Tsugi Nagayama, at the age of 56, was able to obtain a missionary
visa to eventually establish a church in a rented house at 1012 Austin Ln. in
Honolulu in 1934. Photo on the bottom right show her followers.
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In 1938, Rev. Nagayama brought these followers of Pearl Church to participate in
Tenrikyo’s 100" Anniversary.

.-

Rev. Yoshinobu & Tomiko Nakao arrive at Honolulu Harbor on August 19, 1954,
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A visit from the nye Nakayama, prior to becoming the Shinbashira, in August of 1958.
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Rev. Yoshinobu and Tomiko Nakao raised 5 children.

Visit from the 3™ Shinbashira on June 16, 1974.

Top: 3™ Shinbashira, Zenye Nakayama, Mrs. Nakayama; Bottom: Owen, Morris, Elmer, Carl, Grace.
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Pearl Church reconstruction completed on 1989.
Visited by the Tengen Head Minister, Mitsuhiro Nakao, and followers.
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On September 11, 1994, the 3™ Head Minister Installation Service was held for
Rev. Owen Nakao.
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On November 22, 2013, Pearl hurch had acuired the adjaent property.
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Tenrikyo Pearl Church
1634 10™ Ave.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816
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